
       
 
Dear SDFA Families & Friends, 
If you’re like me, you’re wondering where the first few 
months of school went.  I am not sure if it’s my new 
position or my age, but the first quarter seemed to pass 
by more quickly than all others have in my 27 years here 
in the District!  In spite of the speed with which it 
passed, there is no question that the first quarter was a 
great start to this school year! 

In my new position, I have become even prouder of our 
District due to the many quality opportunities and 
services it provides our students. In addition to high 
quality teaching and learning that occurs in all of our 
schools, our students enjoy a wide variety of experiences 
that enrich their school experience and their lives.  

My visits to schools and attendance at related activities 
have been both rewarding and most enjoyable. 
Regardless of the school activity, event, performance, 
athletic contest, dance, or fundraising activity, it has 
been wonderful to witness the meaningful involvement 
and accomplishments of our students!  

 I have also enjoyed meeting some of you for the first 
time and reconnecting with others. As the school year 
progresses, I look forward to meeting more members of 
our learning community.   I value the camaraderie, 
conversations, and the feedback you provide me.   It is 
always gratifying to come together to support our 
children in their many school activities. 

As I reflect upon our District on the heels of the 
upcoming holiday, I am most thankful for your genuine 
concern for all of our students and their education. Your 
support, input and participation will keep our schools 
strong. 

 I wish each of you a wonderful Thanksgiving and hope 
you find an abundance of meaningful time with your 
family and friends!  Best Wishes. 

              ~Dr. Jeff Zaspel, Superintendent 
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                        Fort Atkinson High School proudly 
presents its fall musical this weekend, Beauty and 
the Beast.  The show opened on Thursday, 
November 14 and begins at 7:30 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday evenings (November 15 and 16).  A 
special matinee will be held on Sunday, November 
17th at 2:00 p.m.  For ticket information, please 
visit: www.showtix4u.com.  You don’t want to miss 
our hometown talent! 
 

APRIL 1 REFERENDUM UPDATE: 
Valuable Community Feedback Guiding Our Decisions 

You have likely heard that the School District is 
maximizing its community resources to help develop 
the referendum structure that will go before voters on 
April 1, 2014.   

The process designed by the Board of Education 
includes a group of financial leaders in the community 
followed by a cross-section group of community 
members. 

Each group will receive a full presentation on the 
current state of the School District of Fort Atkinson.  
After being briefed on the successes and challenges that 
the District has experienced since the last referendum 
in 2011 as well as a projected look at the challenges 
that lie ahead, each group is making recommendations 
regarding a total referendum amount and length.   

The next step to this process involves everyone 
receiving this mailing as well as all other community 
members.  In December, the Board of Education will 
open up an online feedback tool to the full community 
for feedback regarding the referendum structures 
forwarded by the community groups.   

Information related to the work of both community 
groups has been posted on our website:  
www.fortschools.org. You are always welcome to 
contact me at our District Office 563-7807 or by email: 
zaspelj@fortschools.org.  

The School District of Fort Atkinson is committed to delivering 

the quality opportunities and services each student needs to 

achieve his or her academic and personal potential. 

 

Beauty and the Beast 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
No School Wednesday, November 27 

through Friday, November 29. 

http://www.showtix4u.com/
http://www.fortschools.org/


During the busy month of December, I would ask that 
you take a few minutes and share your thoughts with 
the Board of Education.  The greater amount of 
feedback secured will assure the Board of Education 
forwards a referendum question to our community that 
is mutual beneficial and helps us to preserve the quality 
programs and services we enjoy today.   

You will be receiving regular updates from me via this 
newsletter and through various means.  We will be 
reaching out to you for your opinion and I will be letting 
you know when this information gathering will begin.   

Thank you for taking the time to become 
knowledgeable and involved as we look forward to an 
April 1, 2014 referendum. 

 

 Safe and Enjoyable Holiday Programs 
As the snow begins to fly, school holiday programs 
will soon be presented to prepare us all for the 
season. With the exception of Luther School, all 
holiday programs will be held at our beautiful Fort 
Atkinson High School Auditorium.  In order to enjoy 
the programs safely, there are some safety guidelines 
that MUST be followed.  Without sounding like a 
“Grinch” we would like to remind you of the 
following safety rules: 

1.  Only park in designated areas.  The entire fire 
lane at the High School must remain clear.  
There is NO parking along the curb closest to 
the entrance of the High School. 

2. Remember there are three parking lots.  Two 
additional lots are available behind the High 
School and the doors will be unlocked for 
your use. 

3. There is no standing in the aisle or blocking of 
aisles in the auditorium.  All audience 
members must be seated.  Please do not 
bring chairs into the auditorium or use stairs 
for seating. 

4. Please kindly follow the directions of the 
building principals, school staff or volunteer 
ushers. 

Even during the holidays we need to put safety first. 
If a child or a guest required an ambulance or a fire 
truck, we would want to be sure these services can 
get through to assist.  Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation and for joining us for the many holiday 
concerts.  A schedule of programs follows:  

Barrie School, FAHS Auditorium 
     Thursday Dec. 5 

 Grades K-2, 12:45pm & 6:00pm  

 Grades 3-5, 1:45pm & 7:00pm 
Luther School, Luther Stage 
     Tuesday, Dec. 10 

 Grades K-2, 1:50pm & 6:00pm 
     Tuesday, Dec. 17 

 Grades 3-5, 1:50pm & 6:00pm 
Purdy School, FAHS Auditorium 
    Thursday, Dec. 12 

 Grades K-1, 6:00pm 

 Grades 2-3, 6:40pm 

 Grades 4-5, 7:25pm 
Rockwell School 
     Tuesday, Dec. 10 

 Grades K-2, 12:45pm & 6:15pm 

 Grade 3-5, 1:30pm & 7:15pm 
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th
 Grade Orchestra, FAHS Auditorium 

     Monday, Dec. 9 

 Holiday Concert, 6:30pm 
Fort Atkinson Middle School, FAHS Auditorium 
     Monday, Dec. 16 

 Orchestra Holiday Concert, 6:30pm 

 Choral Holiday Concert, 7:30pm 
     Tuesday, Dec. 17 

 Band Holiday Concert, 7:30pm 
Fort Atkinson High School, FAHS Auditorium 
    Sunday, Dec. 15 

 Holiday Concert, 1:00pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Specific Learning Disabilities  
Notification as Required by PI 11.36(6)(c)2 

Wisconsin’s rule for identifying students with specific 
learning disabilities (SLD) has changed.  No later than 
December 1, 2013, all initial SLD evaluations of public 
school students will use information from interventions 
to make eligibility decisions.  This newsletter article is to 
notify you that beginning on November 29, 2013, initial 
SLD evaluations in the School District of Fort Atkinson 
will begin using information from a student’s response 
to intensive, scientific research based or evidence based 
interventions when making special education eligibility 
decisions. If you have any questions or would like more 
information, please contact John Peterson, Director of 
Pupil Services, at (920) 563-7804 or via email at 
petersonj@fortschools.org. 

WEATHER RELATED SCHOOL  
CLOSINGS & CANCELATIONS:   
The District utilizes an automated calling system to let 
you know of weather related cancelations.  In addition, 
notifications will be posted on our website, announced 
on WFAW (940 AM) and reported by local TV stations.  
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